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What is a CSCS card? 
CSCS is the leading skills certification scheme within the UK construction 
industry. CSCS cards can provide proof that individuals working on construction 
sites have the required training and qualifications for the type of work they 
carry out. They are also known within the construction trade in the most basic 
form as the Green Labourers Card 
 

 

 

Is it a legal requirement? 
Holding a CSCS card is not a legislative requirement. It is entirely up to the 
principal contractor, employer or client whether workers are required to hold a 
card before they are allowed on site. However, most principal contractors and 
major house builders require construction workers on their sites to hold a valid 
CSCS card. 
 

General Info  
It doesn’t matter what order you take step 1 and step 2 (see page 2) in but most 
people take their CITB Operative Health, Safety & Environment test first. 

You don’t have to wait for the physical certificate before applying for your CSCS 

card because all paperwork is scanned in and submitted to IOSH straight after the 
course.   However please allow 48 working hours after the course for the 
paperwork to be processed before applying for your card 

Your physical paper Health & Safety Awareness certificate will be sent to you up 
to 6 weeks after the course. 

The Scheme keeps a database of people working in construction who have 
achieved or are committed to achieving a recognised construction related 
qualification. 
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How do I apply? 
 
CSCS card applicants need to prove they have the training and qualifications required to 
carry out their job and apply for the correct card for their occupation.   

 

 

 
Steps for 

applying for a 
CSCS card 

1. Pass the appropriate level CITB Operative Health, Safety and Environment Test for 
your occupation. Unfortunately this is not something we offer. Pearson View (based 
in Avonmouth, Bristol) are subcontracted by the CITB to deliver the tests. The cost 
should be £21.00 + VAT per person. You will need to go the Pearson View Test 
Centre. To book, call 0344 994 4488 or visit their website 
There are other test centre’s available but they ‘broker’ through Pearson therefore 
charge more. 

2. Complete the relevant Health & Safety course. Once you have completed the 
course, send a copy of your qualification to cscs@citb.co.uk    
 
Find out which qualifications you need for your occupation by using the online card 
finder 

3. Apply for your card! Call 0344 994 4777 and pay £36.00 using a credit/debit card. 
Your CSCS card will be posted out to you on the next working day. Please Note: You 
can only apply for one CSCS card over the phone. If you are applying for multiple CSCS 
cards, please see the Employer Applications page 
 
Alternatively you can download an application form, complete and return it with the 
required documentation and payment. Please note that postal applications can take 
upto 15 days.  
 
Most cards arrive at their requested destination within 20 days of application. If your 
card has not been delivered to your requested destination within five weeks of your 
application, please contact CSCS. After 90 days, your application will be considered 
closed and a further payment of £36.00 will be required to re-process an application.  
 
Full terms and conditions can be found here. 
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